
Imagine the Possibilities… 
 OPENING DOORS TO CAREER CHOICES 

 
 

Studies show that children learn best through play and interactive 
activities. Imagine Children’s Museum’s new maritime exhibit will 
give children the opportunity to experience through play many of 
the things people in the maritime industry do on a daily basis. The 
new “Import, Export, Our Port” exhibit helps both children and 
adults appreciate how the maritime industry is connected to our 
region and our world. 
 

RECOGNIZING AND VALUING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
MARITIME INDUSTRY AND OUR PORTS 
Imagine Children’s Museum recognizes the important role the 
maritime industry plays in our world. It creates tens of thousands of 
jobs, contributes billions of dollars to our economy and is intricately 
tied to our daily lives from the clothing we wear, the food we eat, 
the cars we drive, the materials used to build our homes and the 
tech gadgets we use to do our jobs. 
 

 
This exhibit also teaches children about some of the dangers of working in this industry (i.e. cargo handling, weight 
distribution, teamwork) and the need for safety precautions  and reflects and helps meet some of the goals outlined in 
public policies like Washington Maritime BLUE 2050, ensuring Washington State continues to have a thriving and 
sustainable maritime industry well into the future. 
 

 “Import, Export, Our Port” exhibit: 
            •     Highlights the important roles our ports and the maritime industry play  

              in our region and world 

            •     Teaches, through age appropriate activities, how ports and the maritime  
              industry operate 

            •      Inspires a new generation of skilled maritime workers 
 

 Inspiring a new generation of skilled workers by teaching: 

            •     Vessel recognition, operation, and uses 

            •     Cargo handling and transportation related skills 

            •     Problem solving, spatial recognition, weight distribution and teamwork 

 

LEARNING ABOUT MARITIME VESSELS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Import, Export, Our Port exhibit includes: 
            •     A real life Tugboat—allows kids to take the helm and pilot a 20-foot vessel  
             and teaches them about transportation, helping others, and problem solving 

            •     Interactive stations show the  different types of vessels that transport goods  

            •     Exhibit allows kids to experiment with loading, weight, balance, buoyancy on different boats including: 
 

o RoRo Ship: maximize loading space 

o Breakbulk ship: spatial reasoning 

o Log Ship: buoyancy and weight limitations 

o Container Ship: balance and weight distribution 


